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INDUSTRIAL HEMP AMENDMENT BILL 2018 
Second Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [5.07 pm] — 
in reply: I was just finishing up with some responses to questions asked by Hon Simon O’Brien. It is certainly the 
case that there are other uses than those even for industrial hemp with very low THC in terms of medicinal 
cannabis. But at the moment, it is important to understand that even with industrial hemp, and with this amendment, 
only the seed or the oil made from the seed is licensed for food. In my view, there would be many health benefits 
for people being able to consume some of the leaves of industrial hemp due to its anti-inflammatory and a variety 
of other benefits. At the moment, that is not legal under the national standard. The only food product that is allowed 
is the seed. The member wanted to know how the registrar went around testing the crop once it had grown. 
A grower is required to notify within one week of planting a crop that they have done so. Then the crop is sampled. 
A minimum of 30 plants are taken from every plot to provide a composite sample. It is not referring to the stalks 
but to the heads and the leaves. A composite sample is made up. This protocol has been developed by the 
WA Chemistry Centre. Although the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development office collects 
these samples, they are collected under the protocol established by the ChemCentre and then taken to the 
ChemCentre and tested. I think Hon Colin de Grussa or one of the other members today spoke about the percentage 
of THC content. If, unfortunately, quite a bit of the crop is found to have breached the percentage of THC content 
or perhaps be marginally over, the grower then loses the crop. That is part of the importance of having a higher 
figure, even for the current varieties we use, because it gives a greater margin for differentiation. I think 
Hon Jim Chown and many other members talked about this problem whereby, depending on the growing season, 
the same seed can express a different THC level, but I repeat that we are nowhere near those New South Wales 
figures that we gave of THC content in excess of 10 or 15 per cent. We are nowhere near that ballpark. 

We are regulating this well. There is occasionally some concern that people will go out and chop up some of the 
industrial hemp and mix it with their other stuff, but one might argue that that would reduce its potency and their 
business model would come under attack after people smoked stuff that did not produce the required effect. There 
have not been any representations that there is a problem arising from our modest industrial hemp industry in WA. 
I certainly do not see that this amendment will make that more of a problem, but indeed it will give us another 
very good and interesting crop and add a bit of diversity to the agricultural toolbox. 

I thank members again for all their enthusiastic support. I will let members know that we have agreed to sponsor 
the 2020 national conference in Western Australia, and we would certainly hope that all the members who have 
spoken today and shown such an interest take the opportunity to attend. I commend the bill to the house. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Alannah MacTiernan (Minister for Agriculture and Food), and 
transmitted to the Assembly. 
 


